
 

 

  June 2010 

USA RACQUETBALL NEWSLETTER  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE  
 

Page 1   2010 National Singles Championships  

   2011 National Singles Championships Relocating  

Page 2   2010 Junior Olympic Championships  

Page 3   Womenôs Pro Racquetball Organization Update 

Page 4   USA Racquetball Instructors Program  

Page 6   2009 -10 USA Racquetball National Events Calendar  

   2010 -11 USA Racquetball National Events Calendar  

Page 7   International Racquetball Tour Update  

Page 8   High Performance Training Camp  

Page 9   USA Racquetball Partners  

Page 10  US Team Prepares for World Competition  

   WOR Outdoor Championships  
 

HOW TO REACH US  

MEMBERSHIPS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS  

Online   https://webpoint.usra.org/wp/Memberships/Join.asp  

Telephone   719 -635 -5396, extension 125  

Mail  1685 West Uintah Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80904  
 

EDITORIAL  

E- mail Jim Hiser at jhiser@usra.org  
 

USA Racquetball  
Tel: 719 - 635 - 5396  

Fax: 719 - 635 - 0685  

www.usaracquetball.com  
 

Copyright © 2010  

USA Racquetball  
 

Jim Hiser, Executive Director  
Mary Meredith, Editor  

USA RACQUETBALL NATIONAL SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIPS IN HOUSTON COME TO AN END 
An era of twenty-eight years of National Singles Championships in Houston, Texas reached an end this year.  The Downtown 

YMCA hosted 540 competitors in more than 70 divisions in this event.  The building that has housed the club for 67 years is slated 

for demolition in a few months and the new YMCA will not have enough courts to support an event of this size.  Thus, we bid 

farewell to Houston with an event that included so many matches, parties, activities and clinics there was barely time to squeeze 

them into the playerõs busy schedules.   
 

The event was presented by Pro Penn and sponsored by Ektelon, Wilson, ProKennex, Gearbox, Dr. Pepper/Snapple, Academy 

Sports, Carrabbaõs Italian Grill, and Racquetskinz. 
 

The US Team Qualifiers, which determined the final members of 

the US Team, were some of the most exciting matches of the 

tournament.  Cheryl Gudinas (#2 seed) was in great form and 

reached the finals without dropping a game.  Her finals battle 

against Kerri Wachtel (#5 seed) earned Cheryl her eighth National 

Singles title, tying Michelle Gouldõs record for winning the most US 

National Singles titles.  On the menõs side of the Team Qualifying 

draw, Rocky Carson (#2 seed) also reached the finals without 

dropping a game and defeated #1 seed Jack Huczek in the finals.  

The victory earned Rocky his fifth National Singles title, a new record.  Anthony Herrera and Janel Tisinger took home gold medals 

in the Open singles divisions.  Complete results are available at http://www.r2sports.com/tourney/divisions/listAllDivs.asp?

TID=5827&sortBy=defaultOrder. 
 

A banquet on Saturday night celebrated the induction of three new members into the USA Racquetball Hall of Fame - Professional 

Athletes Davey Bledsoe and Bret Harnett, and Contributor Larry Liles.Annual awards went to Jack Huczek (Male Player of the 

Year); Aimee Ruiz (Female Player of the Year); TJ Ferro (John Halverson Fair Play Award); Bob Frazier, State Director-Alabama 

(Presidential Award); Frank Taddonio (Bud Muehleisen Award); Malia Bailey (Peggy Steding Award); and Randy Stafford (Joe Sobek 

Contributor Award).  

Cheryl Gudinas      Rocky Carson Janel Tisinger        Anthony Herrera 

2011 National Singles 

Championships Relocating to 

California  
 

USA Racquetball announced its National Singles Championships 

will relocate to Fullerton, California in 2011.  The Meridian 

Sports Club, located at 1535 Deerpark Drive in Fullerton is a 24 

court facility that will host the 2011 event.  Plans are underway 

to transform the upper deck of the adjacent parking structure 

into a California-style player village that will feature the all-

acrylic portable exhibition court.   
 

Rumor has it that USA Racquetball will partner with the 

International Racquetball Tour to host the 2011 Pro Nationals 

Championships, an event previously held in Illinois.   
 

This is a terrific opportunity to plan the vacation of a lifetime.  

Many people associate Fullerton with Orange County or 

Anaheim, California.  The Meridian Sports Club is conveniently 

located near many popular vacation attractions including: 
 

¶ Disneyland ð less than eight miles from Fullerton (http://

disneyland.disney.go.com/disneyland/en_US/home/home?

name=HomePage)  

¶ Knottõs Berry Farm ð less than 12 miles from Fullerton 

(http://www.knotts.com/) 
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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JUNIOR OLYMPIC 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
 

The 2010 37th USA 

Racquetball Junior 

Olympic Championships sponsored by ProPenn, 

Ektelon and Racquetskinz will be held in 

Minneapolis, Minnesota on June 26-30 at the 

University of Minnesota Recreation Center.   

The University Recreation Center opened its doors 

in 1993.  The event venue is located on the 

University of Minnesotaõs East Bank Campus, in a 

facility that houses 12 racquetball courts. 
  

At the Junior Olympic Championships, US Junior 
Team members are determined from the finalists in 

the 18-, 16-, and 14-year-old age singles Gold 

divisions and from the winners in the 18-, 16-, and 

14-year-old age Boys and Girls doubles Gold 

divisions.  Team members are eligible to compete in 

the 22nd IRF World Junior Championships 

competition in Los Angeles on November 15-20.   
 

Additional honors will include: 

Ķ Male Junior Athlete of the Year  

Ķ Female Junior Athlete of the Year 

Ķ Junior Sportsman of the Year 

Ķ Junior Sportswoman of the Year 

Ķ Male Esprit Athlete of the Year 

Ķ Female Esprit Athlete of the Year 
 

The July issue of the newsletter will highlight 

the results of this event.   
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http://www.head.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cheryl Gudinas Wins Ektelon WPRO 
World Championships  
 

Paola Longoria and Rhonda Rajsich Finish the 2009/2010 
WPRO Season Number 1 and Number 2  
 

New Orleans, Elmwood Fitness Center:  ¢ƘŜ нллфκнлмл ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Professional Racquetball Organization tour came to a close Sunday, 
May 9, as Cheryl Gudinas defeated Paola Longoria in an abbreviated 
final.  Paola dominated Cheryl in the first two games (11-7, 11-2).  
During a rally in the third game, Paola moved to the left to retrieve 
a shot and landed badly on her foot.  Her ankle turned and suddenly 
she was lying on the floor, writhing in pain.  Paola used all 15 
minutes of an injury timeout, and the two additional minutes of her 
regular timeouts to resume play.  She did take the court for the 
third game, but quickly discovered that she could not move 
sufficiently to be able to compete against Cheryl.  Cheryl mentioned 
ƛƴ ƘŜǊ Ǉƻǎǘ ƎŀƳŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ άtŀƻƭŀ ǿŀǎ ƪƛŎƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǊŜŀǊΦ  I guess 
ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ōŜŀǘ ƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƭƻƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦέ 

 
 

 

Paola and Rhonda Rajsich were positioned in such a way that if they both 
made the finals, the winner would end the season as the top-ranked 
player.  ¢ƘŜ άƳŀǘŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜέ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΤ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǎ /ƘŜǊȅƭ 
Gudinas edged out Rhonda in a tough, two-hour, five-game semifinal. 
This match was compared to a championship prizefight with the two 
competitors going at each other with everything they had.  ²ƛǘƘ wƘƻƴŘŀΩǎ 
loss, Paola clinched the top WPRO ranking.  
 On the other side of the draw, Paola easily disposed of Adrienne Fisher in 
the semi (11-5, 11-2, 11-1).   The always-ƘǳƳƻǊƻǳǎ !ŘǊƛŜƴƴŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά!ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ 
L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŘƻƴǳǘΦέ  In the quarterfinals, Adrienne had defeated her Ohio 
nemesis, Kerri Wachtel, after losing the first two games. Kerri is back 

playing after a very brief interlude for childbirth.  

Noteworthy in the early round competition was Vivian Gomez, who 
reached the quarterfinals for the second tourney in a row with a win 
over T.J. Baumbaugh in the round of 16.   YŜŜƭȅ CǊŀƴƪǎΩ ŦƛǾŜ-game 
victory over Krystal Csuk allowed Keely to reach the quarter-
finals.  The first quarterfinal Saturday morning pitted Samantha Salas 
against Cheryl Gudinas.  {ŀƳŀƴǘƘŀΩǎ ƎŀƳŜ has matured and she will 
definitely be a force next year on the tour.  Coming off a semifinal 
finish in Stockton, Samantha gave Cheryl all she wanted, and then 
some.  It was a grueling three-game match that lasted nearly two 
hours with Cheryl finally winning (12-10, 11-4, 12-10).  /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ WŜƴ 
{ŀǳƴŘŜǊǎ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ hǇŜƴ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ 

The Elmwood Fitness Center was a beautiful setting for the year 
ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ά9ƪǘŜƭƻƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ 
directors Al Schof, Anthony Zeringue and Beth Sacco, along with 

graphic artist Guy Keller, decorated the court area with beautiful banners, streamers, and portraits of the WPRO top ranked 
players.   
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